How Christmas 


VIE merriment and the festivities 

‘of Christmas came elated in 
arty Newark, ut the ety has been 
making up for the lack for over 200 


‘The delay was caused, of court, by 
the city's putitanieal founders, Cat 
ton Mather, dour Puritan divine oi 
Boston, was a great admirer of New 
ars first pastor. Res. Abraham Ple 
Son, whom he referred to as a aller 
Tonigued. preacher. Mir. Plerson, al 
though the most gentle of men, cer 
tainly shared the attitude of Mather 
and other stralghtiaced Puritans to 
ard Christmas. 

"They regarded its observance as u 
sin and abhorred the gayety that haa 
been associated with iin old England 
before the Reformation. So we are 
Sure that there could have been no 
Christmas festivities here for many 
years after the founding of Newark. 

“Historians of Newark have concen: 
tated so much on wur Puritan hal 
age that we really know tittle about 
any early colonists in this area other 
than the Connecticut people. There 
were a few Dutch setlers to the north 
of the town of Newark trappers, fur 
ders and farmers, who penetrated 
further and further up the Passaie as 
the danger of Indian attack lesened, 

Coeymans and Van Glesens, Vise 
lands and Van Duynes, bull then 
hhomes in the fertle valleys, rearing 
big families: Did they find tim 
while laboring hard on their farm, 
to keep the holiday customs of N 
Amsterdam? We like lo think su 
On St. Nicholas Eve, December 6, did 
the eildren leave their wooden shoes 

great brown sandstone 

He they aid, surely nt 
Niklas found his way to Second River 
snd Pompton Plains, to Speertown, 
And to Horseneck, to fl the shoes of 
the good children with nuts and can: 
ies, and to question the bad ones 
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ter was granted in 1886, we had about 
3000 Irish, 1,000 Englih and Scotch, 
and several hundred Germans, There 
vere enough people of Dutch deacent 
church, and the Roman Catholic 
‚Church of St. John in Mulberry street 
had been in existence for a. doren 

The people of different national 
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Puritan Heritage Gave Way to Old World Custom 
As People of Many Nationalities Settled in City 


bout thelr misdeeds inthe traditional 
Dutch manner. 


We now that in New Amsterdam. 
Christmas Day was nut so much a 
day ot fiin bu of feng and 
‘Entertaining. Tas a part of a whole 
season of holiday merry making, ex 
fending trom SL. Nicholas Dey to 
‘he Kings Day, or Twelfth Night 
ven though the hardworking Dutch 
farmers. of old. Bergen and Base 
counties could not Indulge in pro 
longed holidays like the prosperous 
merchants of New Amsterdam: they 
Bad ther Christmas feast frost 
Pie. venion or duck, thelr nuts and 
homemade wine 
In the ATi. sone the Passe at 
New Burtndoes Neck, guests at th 
Schuyler manson, eased In velvet 
And atin, drank taste In importer 
Madeira, and smoked the Tine Vir 
N 
the King 
{he Ldiows, the Sayres, and 
‘ther Episcopalians In ars ot 
brlse at the newly Dale Teal 
Shure, as the bel rang for Cri 
mas in the same tower that overtook 
Mary Park today 
As Newark grew ts expanding i 
dusts ‘atraced the ‘aon of the 
communities round about as well as 
heweomers begining to arive from 
‘overseas. By the time the ity chars 
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ties worked aide by side im quarries 
and carriage shops, in shoe makers 
and harness makers" establishments, 
learning to know and to appreciate 
one another's customs. Sometimes 
there was unhappy conflict, which the 
leaders of the community tried hard 


Tate ceremonies and traditions of 
thelr church did much to keep up the 
morale of the Irish who came to this 
community in such great numbers 
after 1820. Indeed, so much did the 
Sacraments of their church mean to 
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the Irish, that before the fest priests 
‘ame to Newark, Catholic parents 1 
Belleville ware known to walk all the 

y to the Hudson River, carrying 
Shee tt eae reer nan 
might be bapilzed in New York, it 
was a source of great happiness to 
Newark Catholics when they could 
tend midnight mass on Christmas Eve 
in St. John's Church, dedicated in 
1828. Great comfort and joy came to 
the parishioners of St. John's through 
the minitrations of Father Moran, 
‘who became the fourth pastor in 1833 

He is was who secured for St. John's 
the chime of nine bells, and trained 
fone of the young men to play them. 
On midnight of Christmas Eve in 
1858, all Newark heard the Adeste 
Fideles ring out from the tower 
played by Father Moran himacf 
Hundreds ol Newark people eon 
gregated in the street to listen and 
the beauty ofthe chimes was a source 
of inspiration not only at Christmas 
but at all seasons 

‘The tiny church, only 50 by 65 feet 
at first, was several times ealarged 
by Father Moran to accommodate the 
throngs who came to hear the mass 
at Christmas and other great festival 
Seasons. This rebulding was not 
casy, for the people were poor, and 
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some could contribute only a penny a 
week. They had left a homeland im: 
poverished by famine, and they I 

bored here at the heaviest and mont 


Foads, and in quarries and 
dens.” Father Moran ws 

Architect, constructing 

‘ornaments with his own hands. With 
what joy and reverence the people 
Tistened when the great Christmas 
music was heard from thelr first or. 
gan, installed in 18491 


Trae episcopaians at Trinity 
‚Church had had an organ and organ. 
{st since 1819, and at the morning 
services on Christmas Day char and 
congregation sang joyously. Taere 
as not the great number of Christ. 
mas hye that we have today, bu 
ey sang "Oh, Come, Al Ye Fr 
ul Nabtm Tate's “While Shepherds 
Watched Their Pocks by Night Dr. 
Mublenberg’s “Shout the Glad Tid. 
ings," and that joyous 18th Century 
Engish hymn, "Christians ‘Awake, 
Salute the Happy Mora!" 

By degrees Englan Christmas cus 
toms, abandoned during the Reformas 
tion came to Newar The alaging 
ofthe Christmas “wat,” was revived 
In New Jersey, when a group of Young 


The sunday school Christmas tree wat Yuletide highligh for many children shown marching eagerly to close 
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